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Paolo Cervi Kervischer, Aporia, 2012, acrilico su tela/acrylic vinyl on canvas, 120x160 cm

Paolo Cervi Kervischer
In the dusk

Zerial Art Project is pleased to present In the Dusk, a virtual exhibition dedicated to artist
Paolo Cervi Kervischer and curated by Alice Montanini. This event marks the first
appointment of the Online Exhibition Series project, a cycle of solo shows featuring various
artists represented by the gallery. All the exhibitions will be accessible online via our
website and social media platforms.

In the Dusk offers a selection of ten acrylic paintings realised by the artist between 2007
and 2012, which are representative of the style, recurring colour tones and motifs, and the
intense sensitivity that characterises all of Kervischer’s production. As the title suggests,
this exhibition aims to highlight the crepuscular atmosphere that distinguishes this body of
works. Lyricism is conveyed with a highly charged pictorial expression of teeming, nervous
lines and dripping layers of matter and color, oracular messages and fragments of images
full of memory, that merge into a single dream vision.

Isolated figures with wavering outlines emerge from the painting surface as impalpable
hallucinations, strongly present, yet distant and unattainable. Mysterious and evanescent
shadows, which seem to linger on the border between vision and dream, imagination and



reality. In works such as Drip Drip Drip Stillicidio, In the Dark for Emily Dickinson, Aporia
Next, Oh Beauté, we see several female nudes in provocative poses reminiscent of the
intriguing raw sensuality of Egon Schiele’s intimate and melancholic portraits. However, in
Kervischer’s work, these apparitions bursting with eroticism offer themselves to our gaze
as fragments of faceless bodies, thus preventing the viewer from establishing any contact
with them. The enigmatic presence of the Other as a foreign element, yet obstinately
present, may be considered as the artist's reflection on the condition of alienation and
aridity in our virtual sociality; although we share a constant connection, we remain very far
apart from one another.

His painting offers fascinating visual suggestions with a strong symbolic character, where
the pictorial narrative is integrated with the written word. Our eyes linger on the brush
strokes, giving a new voice to those signs and words that evoke ancient times, another
time, whose message reverberates across the canvas like an echo. As we have seen for
the figures, even the writing we encounter on these canvases escapes a precise narrative.
By means of stratifications, iterations, and reductions, the artist transcribes, as a stream of
consciousness, graphic motifs whose meaning seems to be given, and then immediately
gets lost in the elaborate interweaving of signs, atmospheres, stories, memories, and
persistent references to classical culture and art history, which dynamically compose the
becoming of Kervischer’s work.

In the light of the condition of isolation and social distancing that we are experiencing
during this global pandemic, the theme of incommunicability addressed by Kervischer
takes on a new connotation, offering the opportunity to reflect once again on the need to
investigate a deeper dimension of our existence, through a renewed universal lexicon of
shared human values.

Biographical notes:

Paolo Cervi Kervischer was born in Trieste in 1951, where he lives and works. He studied
with Nino Perizi at the Scuola Libera di Figura at the Civico Museo Revoltella. He
graduated in painting with Emilio Vedova at the Academy of Fine Arts in Venice in 1981.
He made the Toon Gee cup (1992) and the special series of cups Basket Playground (1996)
for the Illy Collection. The first volume of the artist’s catalogue raisonné is currently being
published: “Paolo Cervi Kervischer —1978/2002 Catalogue Raisonné”. His works are present in
private and public collections, including Illy Collection, Generali Bank, Archivio Museo
Correr and José Pinto Masal Collection.

Exhibition launching: October 27, 2020
Link to the exhibition: https:/ / www.zerialartproject.com
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